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Dear Friends, 

As the new Executive Director of Equal Rights Advocates, I am proud to share with you our 2008 
Annual Report.  It reflects the hard work of our staff and departing Executive Director, Irma D. Herrera, 
who dedicated nearly fourteen years to ERA.  We bid her farewell and wish her all the best.   

From casino workers to high school athletes, ERA represents a broad spectrum of women.  Our clients 
are confronted by harsh economic realities: unemployment, lack of access to legal services, a need for 
social services, and balancing the demands at work with family responsibilities.  

In our legal programs and services, we work on behalf of our clients against large private law firms, 
face seemingly insurmountable odds, and support clients who are discouraged or face intimidation.  

Through it all, ERA maintains a commitment to equality for women and girls nationwide.

A number of significant events took place in 2008.  Staff attorneys attended oral arguments in AT&T v. 
Hulteen at the U.S. Supreme Court.  Based on a case originally filed by ERA in 2001, ERA and co-counsel 
represented female employees of the telecommunications giant in a pregnancy discrimination case.

A district court granted a motion for certification as a class action suit in Brust v. Regents of the 
University of California.  As a result, ERA and co-counsel were able to represent all current and 
former women students at UC Davis who sought to participate or were deterred from participating  
in intercollegiate athletics.

ERA joined the California Women’s Law Center to file a writ petition with the California Supreme Court 
asking it to invalidate Proposition 8 because of its potentially disastrous implications for women and 
other groups that face discrimination.

Our Advice and Counseling hotline receives hundreds of calls each year.  In recent years, the complexity 
and urgency of these requests has intensified.  Determined law clerks and experienced staff attorneys help 
callers maneuver the legal system by identifying their rights, referring them to organizations and lawyers, 
and serving as their counsel in both administrative hearings as well as lawsuits. 

In this report, we highlight how ERA serves as the voice for disenfranchised women in the workplace 
and girls in schools.  This is why your support is more vital than ever.  Women and girls continue 
to face discrimination, whether it is harassment, pay inequity, verbal abuse, dangerous working 
conditions or in the most egregious situations, violence in the workplace.

I am inspired by the dedication of ERA’s Board and the talented staff who maximize limited resources.  
The cases ERA takes are multifaceted and often last a long time. Your contributions help us to do that 
which seems impossible.

Please continue to support ERA, join our Facebook Cause, and sign up to receive our monthly 
e-newsletter. I thank you for your support, and look forward to our continued success.

								        Sincerely,

A Message from 
Executive Director Arcelia Hurtado
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2008 in Review

ERA’s mission is to protect and secure  

equal rights and economic opportunities for  

women and girls through impact litigation,  

policy advocacy and public education.

Blanc-Brodie v. West Sonoma County Union High School District
In 2008, ERA joined Siegel & LeWitter as co-counsel for Dominique Blanc-Brodie in a suit challenging the defendant’s 
failure to protect her from egregious sexual harassment and discriminatory treatment by her high school wrestling coach 
and fellow team members.  ERA’s primary role was crafting injunctive relief and educating the community about harass-
ment and discrimination in high schools.  The case successfully resolved in a settlement that includes the development of 
a girls’ wrestling program and measures to ensure an educational environment free of discrimination and harassment. 

Brust v. Regents of the University of California 
In October 2008, the U.S. District Court certified a class of female students at the University of California, Davis.  This 
case challenges the university’s failure to provide women with equal athletic opportunities, a violation of Title IX.  The 
Court appointed ERA, the Sturdevant Law Firm and Equity Legal as class counsel.

 Decades after the passage of Title IX, more women than men enroll in college, but women continue to face unequal 
treatment in athletics and other academic programs and activities.  Plaintiffs are club sport athletes interested in par-
ticipating at the intercollegiate varsity level in rugby, field hockey, and wrestling.  Like many other female students, 
they were deprived not only of opportunities to compete at the varsity level but of additional benefits such as athletic 
scholarships.

Charles v. DOE Electrical Contractor 
After defeating the defendant’s summary judgment motion, ERA settled this suit in April 2008 on behalf of six jour-
ney-women electricians.  Plaintiffs claimed that they were laid off on the basis of gender.  In addition to a monetary 
settlement, the company agreed to train its managers to address issues of gender discrimination and sex harassment.

Former ERA attorney Judith Kurtz and The Women’s Employment Rights Clinic of Golden Gate University School of 
Law were co-counsel.

Dukes v. Wal-Mart Stores     
This historic case was inactive in 2008 as the parties awaited the Ninth Circuit’s ruling on Wal-Mart’s second motion for 
en banc review of the trial court’s class certification decision. The key issue is whether the district court abused its discre-
tion in 2004 in certifying the largest civil rights action ever against a private employer.  The Ninth Circuit has upheld the 
decision twice, most recently in December 2007. 
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On December 10, 2008, the United States Supreme 
Court heard oral arguments in AT&T v. Hulteen, a 
class action filed in 2001.  Plaintiffs alleged—and the 
Ninth Circuit agreed—that AT&T violated Title VII by 
calculating service credit time to determine retirement 
benefits in a manner that excluded pregnancy leaves 
taken before 1979.  In ruling in favor of the Plaintiffs, 
the Ninth Circuit reaffirmed the law established in  
Pallas v. Pacific Bell, a case successfully litigated by 
ERA that held the practice of providing employees 

with service credit for all temporary disability leave 
except for pregnancy, when calculating retirement 
benefits, violated Title VII.

We extend special thanks to our co-counsel in this 
case:  Communications Workers of America, AFL-CIO, 
Erickson, Beasley & Hewitt; Judith Kurtz, and Wein-
berg, Roger & Rosenberg. Our thanks also to Howe & 
Russell and the Stanford Law School Supreme Court 
Litigation Clinic, who joined us on appeal.

Hulteen v. AT&T  

ERA Managing Attorney Noreen Farrell and Senior Staff Attorney Debra Smith attend oral argument 
at the U.S. Supreme Court.  Also in attendance were plaintiffs in the case and our co-counsel.

 

The class includes more than two million women who have worked at Wal-Mart since 1996, making this the largest 
employment discrimination lawsuit in U.S. history.  Plaintiffs filed suit in June 2001, alleging that Wal-Mart’s systemic 
discrimination denied promotions, training, and equal pay to women.

Along with ERA, the legal team for the plaintiffs includes the Impact Fund, Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll, the Bennett 
Firm, Davis, Cowell & Bowe; the Public Justice Center and the Tinkler Law Firm.

Maher v. City of Fresno Fire Department 
ERA and co-counsel, Siegel & Yee, represent a former female recruit of the City of Fresno Fire Academy who alleg-
edly was harassed, discriminated against and ultimately forced out of the Academy because of her sex and status as 
a single mother.  The Plaintiff brought suit against the City of Fresno under state anti-discrimination law and Title 
IX, which prohibits sex-based and primary caregiver-based discrimination and harassment in federally-funded edu-
cation programs and activities.  This case presents a vehicle for clarifying that a fire academy is subject to liability 
under Title IX, ultimately leading to increased opportunities for women in the protective services.  It also seeks to 
enforce the rarely-litigated primary caregiver protection under Title IX.

Corinn Medina v. Station Casinos 
Indian gaming is a growing employment sector in California and throughout the country.   When casino workers 
encounter mistreatment, they are often surprised to learn that they are not protected by federal or state laws because of 
tribal sovereign immunity.  After years of contentious litigation, the parties successfully settled this case on behalf of both 
a sexual harassment class and a wage and hour class. The court preliminarily approved the settlement in July 2008.  The 
final approval hearing is set for January 21, 2009. Our co-counsel in this landmark case includes The Farrise Law Firm, 
Kazan, McClain, Lyons, Greenwood & Harley; and Lynch, Gilardi & Grummer.
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Led by the National Partnership for Women and Families, ERA joined more 
than 60 other organizations, urging President-elect Obama to invest in 
programs that support working families.

Work & Family
ERA remains active in the Paid Family Leave Collaborative and the California 
Work and Family Coalition.  Assemblywoman Fiona Ma (D-San Francisco) 
proposed a bill to require all California employers to provide paid time off for 
workers to care for themselves or family members. The bill passed the state 
Assembly in May. ERA strongly supported the bill which would afford the same 
benefit as provided to San Francisco workers.  In addition to our participation 
in coalitions, ERA sends letters to policy makers and provides comments 
and testimony on bills. As part of the Collaborative, ERA leads trainings to 
community groups and unions on paid family leave.

In June Managing Attorney Noreen Farrell and intern Genevieve Guertin 
authored an article in the Hastings Law Journal on legislative efforts to 
address employment discrimination based on family caregiver status.  
Noreen was also a presenter at the Law Journal’s Symposium on Family 
Responsibilities Discrimination.

Tradeswomen
Senior Staff Attorney Debra Smith and Ruth Chance Law Fellow Angie 
Perone presented at the annual Tradeswomen, Inc. Conference Women 
Building California in May.  Attended by more than 300 journey women  
and apprentices from across the state representing fifteen trades, the goal  
of the conference was to develop skills and strategies to recruit, retain and 
promote leadership of women on the jobsite and in their unions.  ERA and  
the law firm of Boxer & Gerson, LLP provided legal advice and counseling  
to participants of a roundtable discussion.

no on prop 8

In November, ERA joined thousands of individuals and organization to speak 
out against Proposition 8. ERA and the California Women’s Law Center filed a 
writ petition with the California Supreme Court asking it to invalidate Proposition 
8 because of its potentially disastrous implications for women and other groups 
that face discrimination.

The measure added a section to the state constitution stating only marriage 
between a man and a woman is valid or recognized.

Opponents argued that Prop 8 drastically alters equal protection, and cannot be left to the public to determine.  
ERA addressed of the need for the state constitution to protect instead of remove the rights of women and minorities.

Advocacy, Education & Outreach 

In December, ERA along with nearly 40 other national organizations 

submitted a letter to President-elect Obama calling for the 

appointment of women to the Cabinet and other executive positions.
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Screening of North Country

annual Luncheon

Ruth Chance Law Fellows brunch

Screening of engage her

Benefit Concert

The Year in Photos

Tradeswomen, Inc. Board Member Molly Martin, Lois Jensen and 
ERA Senior Staff Attorney Debra Smith

Luncheon speaker Susan Estrich
Emcee Pam Moore of KRON-4  
& Cheryl Feiner 

Performers Katrina Krimsky,  
Barbara Higbie & Vicki Randle 
join former Board Chair  
Marci Rubin

Grace Hum, Julia Veit,  
John Shim and Doris Ng

Luncheon photos courtesy of Chuck Revell  www.revellray.com

Staff Attorney Lisa Leebove, Lois Corrin, Senior Staff Attorney  
Debra Smith, and former Board Chair Suzanne Lampert were  
among the attendees.

Past and present Ruth Chance Law 
Fellows gather for a brunch at the home 
of Executive Director Irma D. Herrera

Back row:  Betsy L. Cotton (1992-93), 
Kelli M. Evans (1994-95), Irma D. 
Herrera, and Farrah Wilder (2002-04)

Front row:  Doris Ng (1993-94), Luz 
Rebecca Mayberg (2008-10), Darci E. 
Burrell (1995-96), and Angela Perone 
(2007-08)

Panelists at the Engage Her screening included Filmmaker  
Mable Yee, Irma D. Herrera, and Elmy Bermejo, Chair of the 
Women’s Foundation California
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Our Contributors

Foundations
Marguerite Casey Foundation

The Nathan Cummings 
Foundation

Ford Foundation

Wallage Alexander Gerbode 
Foundation

Rosenberg Foundation

The San Francisco 
Foundation

van Löben Sels/RembeRock 
Foundation

Corporations,  
Law Firms and  
Organizations
$20,000 and above
Wells Fargo Bank

$5,000 – $19,999
Bingham McCutchen LLP

Farella Braun + Martel LLP

Genentech

Hanson Bridgett LLP

Heller Ehrman LLP

Howard, Rice, Nemerovski, 
Canady, Falk & Rabkin

Kazan, McClain, Abrams, 
Fernandez, Lyons & 
Greenwood Foundation

Mechanics Bank

Morrison & Foerster LLP/ 
The Morrison & Foerster 
Foundation

Orrick, Herrington & 
Sutcliffe LLP

Perkins Coie LLP

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw  
Pittman LLP

Sideman & Bancroft LLP

$2,500 – $4,999
Anonymous (2)

Allen Matkins Leck Gamble  
Mallory & Natsis LLP

Boxer & Gerson LLP

Brayton Purcell, LLP

Briscoe Ivester & Bazel LLP

Chapman and Cutler LLP

Coblentz, Patch, Duffy & 
Bass LLP

Foley & Lardner LLP

Folger Levin & Kahn LLP

Glikman/Associates

Goldstein, Demchak, Baller,  
Borgen & Dardarian

Hemming Morse, Inc.

Hinman & Carmichael, LLP

Kaiser Permanente

Keker & Van Nest LLP

Lieff Cabraser Heimann & 
Bernstein, LLP

Littler Mendelson, P.C.

Nossaman LLP

O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company

Quinn Emanuel Urquhart  
Oliver & Hedges, LLP

Reed Smith

Rudy, Exelrod & Zieff LLP

Shartsis Friese LLP

Squire, Sanders &  
Dempsey LLP

Stein & Lubin LLP

Winston & Strawn, LLP

$1,000 – $2,499
Adler & Colvin 

Archer Norris

Cooley Godward Kronish LLP

The Floor Store

Liebert Cassidy Whitmore

Lynch, Gilardi & Grummer

Rosen, Bien & Galvan LLP

Schiff Hardin LLP

UFCW -  Local 5

United Fire Service Women

Weaver, Schlenger & Mazel

$500 – $999
AAA 

Altshuler Berzon LLP

California Nurses  
Association

Consumer Attorneys Pubic 
Interest Foundation

Foot Locker, Inc.

Lawless & Lawless

Law Offices of  
Wilson & Casey

Talamantes/Villegas/ 
Carrera, LLP

$1 – $499
Anonymous (2)

Alternative Technologies

ACLU of Northern California

Brecek & Young Advisors, Inc.

California National 
Organization for Women

Callaway & Wolf

Clarence & Dyer LLP

Consumers Union

Fox & Bank LLP

Gap Foundation

Gordon & Rees LLP

HIRECouncil

Hispanics in Philanthropy

The Impact Fund

Levi Strauss Foundation

Metro Dog

M.F.M. Seafood, Inc.

Navigant Consulting

Paragon Legal

Law Office of Pamela Pitt

Price And Associates

San Francisco Clean City 
Coalition

Severson & Werson

The Sturdevant Law Firm

Van Der Hout, Brigagliano & 
Nightingale, LLP

Your On Ramp, Inc

Individuals
$50,000 and above
Quinn Delaney and  
Wayne Jordan

$10,000 – 49,999

Phyllis Koshland

Paulette J. Meyer and  
David Friedman

$5,000 – $9,999
Anonymous (2)

Suzanne Lampert and 
Barbara Brenner

Beth H. Parker and  
Kenneth S. Taymor

$2,500 – $4,999
Alison Sirkus Brody and 
Michael Brody

Lynne Carmichael

Elizabeth Colton

Nancy L. Davis and  
Donna J. Hitchens

Irma D. Herrera and  
Mark D. Levine

Herma Hill Kay

Equal Rights Advocates extends its gratitude to the following supporters for their generosity.  

(Amounts reflect total giving during calendar year 2008)
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Ambassador James C. Hormel

Supriya Kakkar and  
Tim Hoban

Nancy L. Kittle

Edward Lampert

Margaret E. Murray

Marci Rubin

Julia H. Veit

Harold L. Wyman  
Foundation

$1,000 – $2,499
Anonymous (1)

JoAnn and Jack Bertges

Christine Brigagliano and  
Morris J. Baller

Karen Carrera

Madeline Chun

Mary E. Claugus

Betsy Cotton and  
Chris Pattison

Phyllis Orseck Cotton

Kelli Evans and Terri Shaw

Simona and Kim Farrise

Cheryl L. Feiner

Dorothy Fernandez and  
Lisa Stenmark

Joanne M. Garvey

John and Marcia Goldman 
Philanthropic Fund

Susan Goldman

Annette L. Hurst

Teresa L. Lai

Roberta Lampert

Elaine Leitner and  
Steven G. Zieff

Lisa P. Lindelef

Live Oak Fund of Horizons 
Foundation

Linda Marks and Earl Blauner

Kurt and Sue Melchior

Meryl Meyer Friedman

Max Meyer Friedman

Madeline Mixer

Alison Morantz and  
Daniel Wohl

Doris Y. Ng and Hong-Sze Yu

Bernard and Barbro Osher

Emanuel Pleitez

Elisabeth Rix

Maria Rodriguez and  
Angel Manzano

Susan M. Shalit

Marta Shultz and  
Marianne Camp

State Senator Joe Simitian 
and Mary Hughes

Joan R. Steele and  
Paul Johnson

Roberta L. Steele

Carol Toliver

Alba Witkin

Kelly Woodruff

$500 – $999
Anonymous (3)

Bill Alderman

Suzanne Badenhoop and  
Guy Lampard

Lisa Duarte Barrow

Ann and Irwin Bear

Andrea L. Biren

Becky and Jeffrey Bleich

Dale L. Brodsky

Ronnie Caplane

Patricia N. Carlson

Priscilla and Peter H. Carson

Joanne Casey

Jean and William Coblentz

Nancy Cotton and John 
Given

The Deborah Drysdale Fund 
of the Women’s Foundation 
of California

Kit Durgin and  
Elaine McKinley

Kelly and Larry Flick

Linda Q. Foy

Estelle Freedman

Marsha Gale

The Gallo Family Fund, an 
advised fund of Silicon 
Valley Community 
Foundation

Dorothy Geoghegan and  
Richard Grosboll

Ellen Greenberg

Kathy Grossman

Susan Hirsch and Susan Leal

Kathleen Gillaspie Hormel 
and James C. Hormel, Jr.

Robin and Bob Johansen

Jane Kahn and Michael Bien

Marion S. Kaplan

Marcy Kates and  
David B. Oppenheimer

Barbara and David Kimport

Kathy Klein and Scott A. Fink

Ellen Leonard

Zahavah Levine

The girls just want to 
have funD of Horizons 
Foundation

Mary Logger

The Lowitz Charitable  
Lead Trust

Susan R. Mendelsohn

Pam Moore

Nancy J. Newman

Maria Ontiveros

Judy Patrick

Richard M. Pearl

Janet Perlman and  
Carl Blumstein

Lizanne Ray and  
Chuck Revell

Barbara and Charles Renfrew

Nina Rivkind and  
Steven F. Shatz

Lillian and Henry Rubin

Barbara W. Sahm

Brad Seligman and  
Sara T. Campos

Raphael Shannon

Amy Slater and  
Garrett Gruener  
Family Fund at the East Bay 
Community Foundation

Jan and Jerry Sobieraj

Michael Sorgen

Laura Spanjian

Jayashri Srikantiah and 
Robert Weiner

Stephen Walters

Diane C. Yu

Marilyn Zivian

$250 – $499
Anonymous (6)

Mark N. Aaronson and 
Marjorie Gelb

Joanne Abelson and  
Chris Goelz

Stefan Adler

Robert Bacon

David Balter

Teveia R. Barnes and  
Alan Sankin

Ernest A. Bates

Maile and John Bay

Wendy Bear

Judy Bloom

Alison Boeckmann

Phillip W. Bokovoy

Janice and Larry Brody

Lynda L. Brothers

Muriel and Allan Brotsky

Luz Buitrago

Claudia A. Cappio

Joan Cassman

Debra P. Chaw

Marsha N. Cohen and  
Robert P. Feyer

Robyn and Bosley Crowther

Christina L. Desser and  
Kirk Marckwald

Andrea and Brook Dooley

Eaton Kenyon Fund of 
the Sacramento Region 
Community Foundation

Diane Eisenberg

Michele Fowler

Linda Frank

Norma P. Garcia

Stacey Gartland

Jerilyn Gelt

Margo R. George

Diane L. Gibson

Gina Gillich

Yvonne  Gonzales Rogers and  
Matthew Rogers
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Robert Graham

Gay Crosthwait Grunfeld

Kathleen Gwynn

Patricia Hamrick

Karen L. Hanten 
Philanthropic Fund

Anne Harvey

Alison and John Hightower

Lorraine and Victor Honig

Auban A. and  
Bartlett A. Jackson

Catherine Jackson

Marian M. Johnston

Adela Bernard Karliner

Kristine Kiehl and  
Robert Friedman

Mira Kim

Gyongy Laky and Tom Layton

Robin Lee and Gary Orseck

Jody LeWitter

Nancy Lundeen and  
Richard N. Hill

Jackelyn Lundy

Sheila A. Maloney

Janis Masaoka and  
Paul Rosenstiel

Mary Ann Massenburg

Anna S. McLean

Sonia Melara

Kate Meyer

Glenda and David Minkin

Melissa Nelken and  
Ronald Lee

Rhonda Nelson

Lynne Newhouse Segal

Michelle Oberman and  
Larry Marshall

Hedda J. Orkin

Tamar Pachter

Sylvia Paull

Marlene and David Persky

Melanie M. Piech and  
James Finberg

Drucilla Ramey

Kathy Ramras

Sylvia L. Reynolds

Charles R. Rice

Patti R. Roberts

Juliet Robinson and  
Michael G. Thornton

Marcia and Alfred Rosen

Roselyn and Arthur 
Rosenfeld

Girolamo Saccone

David Sams

Priya Sanger

Laura Schlichtmann

Barbara Schultheis

Louise Shalit

Catherine and Michael Shaw

John Shim

Francis L. Singer

Barbara Spiegel

Margaret J. Stone

Katherine Stoner and 
Michelle A. Welsh

Patricia Sturdevant

Yara Tajo

Betty Ruth Tanzey

Deborah K. Tellier and 
Gregory Wikler

Judy and Bruce Todd

Pamela Tully

Celia Van Gorder

Margaret Vasey

Susan and Henry Veit

Arpana Vidyarthi

Susan West and  
Michael Gold

The Honorable  
Rebecca Westerfield  
and Ivy V. Fine

Ann H. Wion

Terry and Douglas Young

Dr. Eleanor L. Zuckerman

$100 – $249
Anonymous (3)

Ida O. Abbott

Patricia Adler

Annadel Almendras

JoAnne Y. Y. L. Arakaki

Susanne Aronowitz and  
Robert Schulhof

Alexandra Atencio

Holly Baldwin

Nancy Barrett

Zenebu Bekele

Alan Berenbaum

Anya M. Binsacca and  
Joshua A. Room

Annette Blackman

Stephanie C. Bornstein

Roxanne Brecek

Donna Brorby

Lauren Browning

Barbara S. Bryant

Jennifer Bunshoft

Frances M. Burnette

Susan C. Cagann

Barbara Carpenter

Susan M. Carson

Terisa E. Chaw and  
James A. Hendriksen

Raymond Cheung

Karl Christiansen

Janet Cobb

Jessica Cothran and  
Kellen Barry

Nicole A. Cummings

Natasha Cupp

Angie Dalfen and Liz 
Noteware

Cheryl Dalton

Andrew J. Davis

David Dawson

Cristina De La Cruz

Linda M. De Mello

Helen Desai

Mario P. Diaz

Elizabeth Dillender

Mary Dryovage

Alice K. Dueker and  
Elizabeth L. Hillman

Renee Dupree

Aimee Durfee

Elizabeth Erhardt

Jenny Erwin

Wilma L. Espinoza

Elizabeth and Joseph Eto

Genevieve Evarts

Holly Fechner

Nina G. Fendel

Julie L. Fieber and  
Karen Spinuzza

George Fisher

Kevin M. Fong

Erica Fox Friedman

Molly and Harrison Fraker

Steven L. Friedlander

Michael Futterman

Kristen Galles

Marjorie Gelb and  
Mark N. Aaronson

Fred Gertler

Cindy Gilman

Abby Ginzberg

Patrice Goldman and  
D’vora Tirschwell

Sara Gould

Mollie Gregory

Kari Griggs

Rikki and Norton Gubb

Melinda Haag

Sara Hansen Wilson

Julia Hardin Hansen

Les and Linda Hausrath

Joyce Hemmer

Antonia Hernandez and 
Michael Stern

Susan Hester

Daniel E. Ho

Catharine C. Holden

Cathy Hongola

Lisa Honig and Dale 
Schroedel

Grace Hum and Jason E. Lee

Constance J. Hunter

I Do Foundation

Elizabeth Jameson and  
David P. Berry

Linda Jenkins

Carla J. Johnson

Micki Jones

Edward E. Kallgren

Simone Katz-O’Neill
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Barry and Gail Kaufman

Robin R. Keating

Amalia D. Kessler

Madhuri Kirkham

Rebecca Kruse

Stephan Kuttner

Ellen Lampert

Brenda J. Leanhart

Janet Levy and  
Stephanie O’Brien

Virginia Lim and Bruce Fong

Teressa Lippert

Helen Love

Amy Lovell

Kelsey Lowitz

Jing and Richard Lyman

Diana L. Maier

Marge Maloney

Gail Marks

Jennifer Marston

Molly Martin

Susan J. Matcham

Jill H. Matichak

Ginger Mattos

Steven L. Mayer

Eleanor McBride and 
Timothy J. Lee

Mary E. McCutcheon

Colleen McDonald

Peter McGraw

Veronica K. McGregor

Casey McKeever

Ryan Meckfessel

Melinda Mendelson

Pamela Merchant and  
Kirby Sack

Holly D. Millar

David J. Miller

Susan Miller and  
John J. Bongiovanni

Melinda Mills

Sarah Anne Minkin

Barbara Moore

John Mullan

Roberta Mundie

Julie Nachtwey

Michael Nava

M. Susana Navarro and 
Arturo Pacheco

Denise Newman

Ann M. Noel

Betty L. Nordwind

Lynn A. Ohman and  
John Heintz

Bob Olson

Angela O’Rouke

Lynne R. Parenti

Suzanne Park

Alyssa S. Parsons

Rena J. Pasick and  
Stephen L. Garber

Nancy Pelosi for Congress

Maude Pervere

Elizabeth Plapinger and  
John Berger

Janice L. Platt

Claudia Polsky and  
Ted Mermin

Wena Poon

Kathi Pugh

Kathleen J. Purcell

Kathleen Quenneville and 
Diane Allen

Patricia Radez

Diana Richmond

Marsha Rivkind Raleigh

Katherine Robison

Helen Russell

Melanie Russell

Donna M. Samluk

Megan Sanders

Sara L. Satten

Sue Schechter and  
Brian Garcia

Sheila Schroeder

Annette and Mark Schutz

Susan Scolini

Margot Shaub

Marcia C. Shearer

William L. Shuman

Gail Silverstein

Diana Sosa

Margaret Spaulding

Cliff Staton

Nancy Stearns

Deborah Stenberg-Service

Hilda N. and James M. Stone

Myra H. Strober and  
Jay Jackman

James Strother

Jamienne S. Studley

Kyra Subbotin and  
Henry Siegal

Jane Sullivan

Eleanor Swift

Lisa Tandoc

Jaqi Thompson Asghedom

Jeffrey S. Totah

Michael Traynor

Gilda R. Turitz

Kathy O. and  
Charles B. Turner

F. Susan Vinluan

Megan Weinstein Howard

Lois Weithorn

Amy Weitz

Karen A. Wells

Amy Whelan

Christina l. Wic

Stephanie M. Wildman and  
Michael Tobriner

Joan Williams

Donald Wilson

Lois Wolf Schwartz

Ron Wong

Cynthia Ahart Wood and 
James Wood

Christine Yelda

Constance J. Yu

Gilbert Zaragoza

Jane and Stacy Zones

$1 – $99
Anonymous (4)

Theresa B. Abad

Anne Acuna

Simona Agnolucci

Kimberly Amick

Bebe J. Anderson

C. Scott Andrews

Marina Angel

Pamela J. Aronowitz

Lisa Auer

Daska Babcock-Halaholo

Elaine V. Backman

Hillary Baker

Nadine Balombin

Gizelle Barany and  
Dave Scharff

David Barton

Maura Bashauskas

Sarah Beard

Michele Beasley

Wendi Berkowitz

Joan Biren

Sandra Blair

Patricia Bourne

Lorraine Bowman

Erica Brand Portnoy

Jessica L. Brawn

Lorie S. Brillinger

Elizabeth S. Brown

Eden Brukman

Kerian Bunch

Joan Burke

Cassandra A. Byrd

Irene Camarena

Lorena Camarena

Ann Casper and Mark Irons

Kai Cha

Michele Chaboudy

Emily Charley

Maile Y. C. Choy

Brandy Christensen

Sara F. Clark Fund of 
the Berkshire Taconic 
Community Foundation

Marilyn J. Cleveland

Catherine Clifford

Dione Cota

Rhonda Curtis

Eliese S. Cutler

Nancy Daam

Christopher Daley

Susan L. Davis

Marlene De Lancie
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Robin E. Dean

Shana DeClerq and  
Deborah Farrell

Jobyna M. Dellar

Mary A. Delsman

Elia DeLuca

Susan C. Doro

Jeanine M. Dubois

Lariza Dugan-Cuadra

Lisa Ehrlich

Ellen Eidem

Barbara Elsea

Ronald F. Ennis

Susan Eres

Tracy Ericson

Kathryn Erno

Christina Escalante

Peggy Estrada

Leia Farmer

Clare Finn

Judith Fireman

Veronica Fox

Mary Louise Frampton

Deborah Frieden

Nancy M. Friedman

Linda Gago-Seco

Ernest Galvan

Juan M. Galvan

Amy Garant

Emily Garcia

Veronica H. Garcia

Christian Garcia-Jeuss

Mateo Garcia-Jeuss

Chris Garrett

Nira Geevargis

Mary Gillespie

Leslie J. Gold

Alice Goldstein and  
Donald M. Oman

Sonia Gonzales

Vera Julia Gordon

Melanie Gross

Mary Anne Gularte

Adrianna E. Guzman

Judith A. Hanks

Noel Harlow Fields

Erin Harper

Dan Harris

William L. Harvey

Tamra C. Hege

Roger Heller

Kristina Hentschel

Ruth Herman

Elizabeth Herzberg

Peggy Herzog-Mills and  
Paul Mills

Elizabeth High

Vanessa Hill

Gigi Hoang

L. Nicole Hollingshorth

Jasmine Horton

Jaime Huling Delaye

Joan Hull

Martha Hyde

Monica Ip

Nwanoro Iroabueke

Melita Jampol

Leonie and Glen Janken

Patrina Jones

Traute B. Jones

Rebecca Kagin

Jean S. Kahan

Linda W. and  
Thomas W. Kalinowski

Fonda Karelitz

Stacey Karp

Ilene and Gary Katz

Paula R. Katz

Pamela Kaufmann

Barbara Kemp

Jesse Kenny

Evelyn Kim

Tiajuana Kim

Lisa Kirven

Debra and Peter Kloosterman

Deborah Koch

Susan Kostal Rondoni

Judith Kramer

Pam Kramer

Anna Krieger

Jane W. Kulesa

Anne Kuykendall

Meri Nieda Lane

Tamara Lange

Jo A. Lawrence

Amy Lehman

Elizabeth S. Letcher

Meriel I. Lindley

Diane Linn

Matt Lombardi

Jessica Lopoz-Tello

Claudia Lozano

Silas Lum

Pam Luster

K. Lynch

Nicole Magalino

Anne Maglione

Lori Mahanta

Anne Mania

Lily Marshall-Bass

Bryana Massie

Melinda Matsuda

Joseph Mauch

Bruce Maximov

Tommie Mayfield

Jessica Maziarz

Amy McElroy

Arthur Meirson

Christina Mickelson

Kathleen W. Mikkelson

Heather Mills

Debra Mipos

Lisa Mitnick and Seth Barsky

Patricia Motkin

Hazel Mottershead

Bea Moulton

Marlene & Bruce Moyer

Patricia Ellen Moyes

Brenda Munoz

Diana Murdock

Julie Murray

Paulina Nassar

Steve Ngo

Jennifer Nickel

Constance E. Norton

Sarah O’Farrell

Mae Ola Smith

Holly Olson

Mary C. O’Malley

Ayako Onoda

Yolanda Orozco

Urvi M. Parekh

Nisha Patel

Nina Paul

Lise A. Pearlman

Lydia Penaflor

Ana Perez

Neil Perry

Bob Perun

Meg Pietrasz

Janeen Pirosko

Irene Pleasure

Alex Ponce De Leon

Yvonne Prough

Deborah Pulido

Judith Resnik and  
Dennis Curtis

Claudia Rivas

Emma Rodman

Karla Rodriguez

Carol L. Rogers

K. Bradley Rogerson

John Rosenthal

Maxine M. Rosenthal

Nora Rubinstein

Lucy Rudolph

Tara Runyan

Nancy Russell

Ghada Saliba-Malouf

Marta and Alfred Samulon

Bernice Sandler

Troy Sauro

Stacey D. Schesser

Kristen Schlenger

Frances Schreiberg

Miriam Serxner

Amy Shelf

Mani Shelk

Cara Sherman

Toby Sherwood

Dodie Shoemaker

Judith Shrager

Ilyce Shugall
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Bianca M. Sierra

Joy E. Silver

Elizabeth Leonie Simpson

Adam Sirkus

Sandy Sohcot

Jillian Somers

Jennifer Stafford

Moira Stagliano

Jennifer Stalzer

Gail Stassinos

Loren G. Stewart

Lisa Stockholm

Samantha Stonework

Carol A. Sughrue

Jennifer Sung

Kristen Techel

Marilyn Tham

Jordana Thispen

Jeffrey Thomas

Rolio Toriz

Deborah E. Townsend

Harriette E. Treloar

Jaqueline Tully

Arlene R. Ustin

Andrew Vallejos

Shayna van Hoften

Robynn Van Patten

Jean Veit

Akshay Verma

Lora Versola

Rosalind Walker

Garner Weng

Cathy Widener

Gail Wilkinson

Julie Wilkinson

Sara Wimberger

Marion J. Wolsey

Lisa Wood Kirvin

Caroline Wu Padre

Anna J. Zichterman

statement of revenue & expenses

ERA’s fiscal year begins April 1 and ends March 31 of following year.

REVENUE FY 2008 FY 2008

TOTAL REVENUE

EXPENSES

TOTAL EXPENSES

Individual Contributions

Foundation Grants

In-Kind Contributions     

Events (net)

Attorneys' Fees

Misc. Income

Investments

$264,733

$285,000

$48,291

$241,611

$853,712

$33,371

($127,791)

$1,598,927

Programs/Litigation

General and Administrative

Other

$1,101,778

$185,150

$235,946

$1,522,874

ATTORNEYS’ FEES

MISC. INCOME

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTIONS

FOUNDATION GRANTS

IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS

EVENTS (NET) 

PROGRAMS/LITIGATION

GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATION

FUNDRAISING
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Morris J. Baller 
Goldstein, Demchak, Baller,  
Borgen & Dardarian

Lisa Barrow 
Kaiser Foundation  
Health Plan, Inc.

Alison Sirkus Brody 
Jewish Community  
Endowment Fund

Karen C. Carrera 
Karen Carrera Consulting

Betsy L. Cotton 
Attorney & Former Ruth 
Chance Law Fellow

Kelli M. Evans 
Independent Assessment & 
Monitoring LLP

Cheryl L. Feiner 
Attorney General’s Office

Linda Q. Foy 
Administrative Office  
of the Courts

Teresa L. Lai 
Wells Fargo Bank

Paulette J. Meyer, Chair 
Foundation Consultant

Margaret E. Murray 
Law Offices of  
Margaret E. Murray

Rhonda L. Nelson 
Severson & Werson

Doris Y. Ng 
Bay Area Legal Aid

Maria Ontiveros 
University of San Francisco

Beth Parker 
Arnold & Porter

Emanuel Pleitez 
Goldman Sachs

Jayashri Srikantiah 
Stanford Law School

Roberta Steele 
Goldstein, Demchak, Baller, 
Borgen & Dardarian

Margaret J. Stone,  
Treasurer 
Financial Advisor, Retired

Julia H. Veit 
Hanson Bridgett LLP

Kelly A. Woodruff 
Farella Braun + Martel LLP

Irma D. Herrera 
Executive Director

Carlos A. Cabrera 
Executive Assistant

Jessica Cothran 
Development Manager 
(2004-2008)

Noreen Farrell 
Managing Attorney

Goldie Heidi Gider 
Director of Development

Kris Gleason 
Office Manager/Network 
Support Coordinator

Deborah James 
Legal Secretary  
(2007-2008)

Jennifer Jameson 
Paralegal (2007-2008)

Raquel Jimenez 
Finance Manager

Lisa J. Leebove 
Staff Attorney

Raquel Magsino 
Paralegal

Luz Rebecca Mayberg  
Ruth Chance Law Fellow 
(2008-2010)

Jessmaya Morales 
Administrator

Shira Moyer 
Development Officer

Angela Perone 
Ruth Chance Law Fellow 
(2007-2008)

Marisa Phillips 
Legal Secretary

Debra A. Smith 
Senior Staff Attorney

Wen Cai 
Northeastern University 
School of Law

Marco A. Garzon 
Golden Gate University 
School of Law

Katherine Joseph 
UC Hastings  
College of the Law

Elizabeth Kennedy 
USF School of Law

Erika Kinzer 
University of Miami  
School of Law

Rachel K. Leff-Kich 
Santa Clara University 
School of Law

Monica Moukalif 
UC Hastings  
College of the Law

Angie O’Donnell 
Golden Gate University 
School of Law

Mary Panzu 
Texas Southern University 
Thurgood Marshall  
School of Law

Staff

Law Clerks

Equal Rights Advocates

The following law students clerked at ERA during 2008.

The following individuals worked at ERA during 2008.

ERA is governed by a committed and talented Board of Directors elected to staggered three-year terms.   
The following individuals served during 2008.  ERA is grateful for their leadership and service. 

board of directors





equal rights and  

economic opportunities  

for women and girls




