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Dear Friends, 

My first year at the helm of Equal Rights Advocates was a wonderful whirlwind of activity. The report that follows 
is a glimpse of our work from January 2009 to the end of our fiscal year in March 2010. As always, I invite you to 
learn more about our work by visiting our web site at www.equalrights.org.

To start, we successfully relocated our office to a beautiful and modern space near the Embarcadero. In January 
2010 we hosted an Open House with many of our supporters in attendance. It was a great opportunity to welcome 
you to our new home. I am proud to lead a staff of energetic and passionate people who care deeply about the work 
we do. 

We are fortunate to receive sustenance for our work from long-time donors as well as new ones. The 35th Anniversary 
Luncheon was a remarkable success—with more money raised at the event than ever before. As we continue to adapt 
to a challenging economy, we strive to increase our donor base and aggressively pursue diverse funding sources.  
At no time is your help in this effort more essential than as we move ERA forward.

The energy is palpable at ERA. In March 2010, a district court upheld a multi-million dollar jury verdict in favor 
of our client, Michelle Maher, against the City of Fresno Fire Department. In the process, ERA brought home 
the message that a woman cannot be mistreated simply because of her sex or status as a mother. The case also 
reinforced ERA’s long-standing support of women in non-traditional professions including fire fighting. If that is 
not the epitome of what we stand for, I don’t know what is.

The Ninth Circuit sided with our clients in Dukes v. Wal-Mart Stores making it the largest civil rights class action 
in U.S. history. Without a doubt, these women and numerous others across the country have all of you to thank for 
these and countless other monumental advances on behalf of women’s rights.

The most significant thing I have learned in the past year is that ERA is a living, breathing organization that is 
nurtured by dedicated individuals like you. As we begin our 37th year, ERA is a leader on all issues essential to 
women across the country. Everywhere I go, I am reminded of the place ERA holds in the women’s movement. 
Whether I am talking to a client referred to us after suffering violence at work or to a reporter from a German 
newspaper or White House officials about our impact, or mentoring law clerks who generously donate their time to 
our cause, I have seen how ERA is uniformly and highly respected by many diverse communities here and abroad 
because of our successful track record of improving women’s lives. I am constantly humbled by the enormity of our 
responsibility to keep this legacy alive. 

Much work lies ahead, but my own load seems lighter when I think of all of you standing next to me as ERA moves 
forward. I remain forever grateful for your generous support, and look forward to more victories for women and 
girls everywhere.

  �� 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Arcelia Hurtado 
Executive Director

A Message from 
Arcelia Hurtado, Executive Director
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Dear Friends, 

As the mother of two school-age children, I know firsthand the many challenges that working 
women face. That’s why in my first full year as the Board Chair of Equal Rights Advocates, I am 
proud of the fact that over the last fiscal year, ERA reinvigorated its efforts to support women of all 
walks of life. Among the most notable achievements was our victory in Medina v. Station Casinos, 
where we helped a class of nearly 6,000 employees receive back pay. Thanks to your help, ERA was 
able to achieve this landmark victory despite the odds.

ERA implemented its strategic plan using a campaign-based approach, relying on a combination of 
litigation, advocacy, and public education to further the rights of women and girls in the workplace 
and in schools. Whether protecting our client’s rights to a harassment-free workplace or empowering 
girls to seek equal opportunities at their schools, ERA continues to be at the forefront of public 
policy for women’s rights. In our efforts to reach an audience that might be geographically isolated, 
ERA is committed to using the Internet and social networking sites to promote our mission and 
educate our constituents on their rights.

The last fiscal year was not without its challenges. Many nonprofit organizations collapsed or 
constricted because of the adverse economic climate, seeing a sharp decline in their financial 
support. Despite the economic downturn, our 35th Anniversary Luncheon was a great success and 
raised a record amount of funds from individuals at the event to help support our work. We also 
enjoyed the support of several foundation grants that allowed ERA to continue its important work 
despite these difficult times. 

We also bid a fond farewell to Irma Herrera. Irma served as ERA’s Executive Director for nearly 
fourteen years, remarkably only the second leader in the organization’s long history. I am proud 
to have led the search for a new executive director, and am extremely pleased with our decision 
to hire Arcelia Hurtado. Arcelia is a dynamic leader who understands ERA’s work and has worked 
tirelessly to advance our mission to protect and enhance the opportunities for women and young 
girls everywhere. Together with our committed staff and evolving board of directors, ERA will 
continue to flourish under Arcelia’s leadership.

ERA continues to withstand every challenge thanks to its committed supporters who continue 
believing in the importance of our mission. I am impressed and remain grateful for the unflagging 
generosity of our donors and base.  

��Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Betsy Cotton 
Board Chair

A Message from 
Betsy Cotton, Board Chair



3www.equalrights.org

Our unique approach to women’s empowerment—through advocacy, education and litigation—has 

produced significant advancements for women’s rights over the last 36 years. Now in our 37th year, ERA 

has embarked upon a new strategic plan which will guide our work through March 2012. In addition to 

setting forth exciting goals to increase our organizational capacity, the plan affirms the importance of 

targeted campaigns that engage the multi-prong approach to advocacy that distinguishes ERA’s work.  

Equality and economic security for women starts with educational opportunities. ERA enforces 

the civil rights of students while empowering them to become tomorrow’s leaders. This campaign 

recognizes the immense importance of educational opportunities to the success of young women 

from disadvantaged socio-economic backgrounds and seeks to make that success a reality. 

Our targeted litigation efforts have advanced our campaign goals as follows:

End Gender Based Harassment in Schools 
Colangelo v. Brookings Harbor School District: In 2010, ERA filed a complaint with the United States Office of 
Civil Rights to challenge this Oregon school’s failure to protect a young girl from extreme bullying based on the 
perception that she looked like a “boy” and a “lesbian.” ERA hopes the case will increase awareness of gender-
based bullying in schools and promote positive change in the school.

Ensure Athletic Equity for Girls   
Brust v. Regents of the University of California: In 2009, ERA and co-counsel the Sturdevant Law Firm and Equity 
Legal settled a class action on behalf of female students at UC Davis who sought equal athletic opportunities 
under Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972. Terms included improved participation ratios for female 
athletes over a ten-year period and the establishment of a fund to be distributed by plaintiffs to support club 
athletes at Davis. In partnership with the Women’s Foundation of California, ERA kicked off the first grant period 
of the Women in Sports Equity (WISE) Fund to distribute settlement funds to UC Davis club teams developing 
women athletes.

Mansourian v. Regents of the University of California: ERA and co-counsel, The Sturdevant Law Firm and Equity 
Legal, hailed a decisive win in their clients’ favor before the Ninth Circuit.  Plaintiffs are former UC Davis female 
students who brought suit under Title IX to challenge the university’s elimination of their varsity wrestling 
opportunities and important associated benefits.  This appeal was closely watched by advocates across the 
country. The Ninth Circuit upheld plaintiffs’ claims and confirmed their right to seek monetary damages without 
pre-litigation notice hurdles.

Empowerment Campaigns

Empowerment  
in Education
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ERA has historically and consistently advocated for women facing the most egregious forms 

of discrimination either because they work in male-dominated sectors or because they are 

disempowered by immigrant status, earning capacity, or language. ERA focused intense efforts 

on the legislative front, vociferously opposing SB 1070, Arizona’s anti-immigrant law, as 

disproportionately affecting women. ERA also played a crucial monitoring role on behalf of 

tradeswomen who continue to break barriers. Working closely with partners such as Tradeswomen 

Inc., ERA represented women striving to complete apprentice programs and is closely monitoring 

federally-funded San Francisco construction projects to ensure women get a fair shot in the  

hiring process.

ERA’s litigation efforts on behalf of marginalized women workers have achieved the following successes:

Grant Women Access to Male-Dominated Fields 
Maher v. City of Fresno: Consistent with ERA’s historic commitment to representing women in firefighting and 
other male-dominated fields, 2009 brought a major victory for ERA and co-counsel Siegel and Yee. Michelle 
Maher brought suit to challenge her discriminatory discharge from Fresno’s Fire Academy. As the Academy’s sole 
female recruit, Maher was a professional-caliber athlete and highly qualified. Yet she was subjected to different 
standards than male recruits and told she should give up custody of her children to succeed at the academy. In 
2009, a Fresno jury found that the City discriminated against Maher in terminating her from the Academy and 
awarded her $2.47 million in damages.

End Gender Discrimination in the Retail Industry 
Dukes v. Wal-Mart Stores: In April 2010, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit issued a long-awaited 
decision in Dukes v. Wal-Mart that upholds certification of the largest sex discrimination class in history. Filed 
in 2001, this Title VII sex discrimination case relies on the company’s own records to allege that Wal-Mart and 
its subsidiary, Sam’s Club, discriminates against female employees across the country in terms of promotions, 
training and pay. As a result, women are paid less and grossly underrepresented in every major job category 
within the company.

Stop Violence Against Immigrant Women Workers 
Poultry Industry Litigation: ERA is closely monitoring and assisting litigation on behalf of women working in 
the poultry industry who have been subjected to and witnessed sexual harassment and rape at the worksite.

Bojorquez v. ABM: ERA is also taking on the service industry. In January 2010, ERA filed suit with co-counsel 
Talamantes, Villegas, Carrera on behalf of a female janitor who alleges that her employer failed to prevent and 
remedy sexual harassment at her worksite which culminated in her sexual assault. 

Empowerment  
of Marginalized 
Women Workers
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ERA is committed to assisting working women in all fields who face discrimination in the 

workplace. In addition to taking on litigation, ERA joins sister organizations in coalition across 

California and nationwide to educate the public about existing rights and to advance the law.  

Through a variety of efforts, we aim to improve the work-life balance for women. ERA is a 

founding member of the Paid Family Leave Collaborative. This group undertakes outreach and 

training on California’s law, as well as advocacy efforts to ensure the law is preserved and 

expanded.  As an active member of the California Work and Family Coalition, ERA advocates for 

family-oriented workplace policies.  ERA leads the effort in advocating for an express prohibition 

against caregiver discrimination under state law and broader protection for pregnant workers.

Our litigation efforts have centered around the following strategic goals:

Combat Discrimination Against Working Mothers and Pregnant Workers 
Corinn Medina v. Station Casinos: ERA achieved astounding gains for mothers and other women working in 
the casino industry who faced sexual harassment, pay inequities, and barriers to promotion. In July 2009, the 
Superior Court of Placer County issued final approval of both a multi-million dollar settlement on behalf of a 
sexual harassment class and a wage and hour class of workers at Thunder Valley Casino.

Caregiver/Pregnancy Discrimination: ERA is taking an aggressive stance and developing novel approaches to 
combat a disturbing surge in discrimination against pregnant workers and workers who are perceived to be 
primary caregivers. ERA is also working to enforce California law that requires the reasonable accommodation 
of pregnant workers in a variety of sectors, including health care and security.

Advice & Counseling 
Many ERA cases begin with a phone call or letter from a woman experiencing discrimination. Established in the 
early 1980s, ERA’s Advice & Counseling (A&C) Program consists of three components: a toll-free, multi-lingual 
hotline; Know Your Rights brochures; and in-person trainings. The A&C hotline is staffed by law clerks under 
the supervision of attorneys. Through the use of a translation service, we can assist hundreds of callers every 
year in more then 150 languages. The A&C hotline is a vital resource, especially in areas of the country where 
no other legal service organizations exist.

Fostering the Next Generation of Advocates 
ERA is proud to have had hundreds of women and men work at our office as volunteers, interns and law 
clerks. Through the Ruth Chance Law Fellowship and our clerkships, ERA provides training to students, not 
only on substantive law, but on client counseling and other essential legal skills. Fellows also participate in 
public hearings and conferences, write articles for law review journals, and serve as a contact for the media. Law  
students work with staff attorneys on cases related to equal opportunity, safe work environments, and family 
and medical leave. Past and current fellows benefit from ongoing mentoring and guidance from one another, 
and maintain their connection to ERA.

Empowerment  
of Working Families
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The Year in Photos

AAUW California State Convention International Women’s Day

Guests including Managing Attorney Noreen Farrell, ERA Board 
Member Roberta Steele and ERA Vice Chair Beth Parker at  
CAV Wine Bar and Restaurant.

35th Anniversary Luncheon

ERA staff and law clerks at the 2009 Luncheon

Kelenia Olsen, Field Rep. for Assemblywoman Fiona Ma & Reese Isbell, 
District Rep. for Senator Mark Leno with Betsy CottonKeynote Speaker Donna Brazile

Photos by Alex Schoenfeldt

Senior Staff Attorney Debra Smith (L) and Julia T. Brown (R) of  
Charles Schwab. 
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35th Anniversary Luncheon

Madeline Mixer and Herma Hill Kay

ERA staff and summer law clerks enjoy a  
San Francisco Giants game.

Guests celebrate Equal Pay Day at  
Absinthe Brasserie

Former ERA client Amy Love, Betsy Cotton  
and author Joan Ryan

Emcee Pam Moore of KRON-4

ERA Board Members Cheryl Feiner and Kelly Woodruff

Photos by Alex Schoenfeldt

Irasema Garza of  
Legal Momentum  
and Executive Director 
Arcelia Hurtado at the 
Women’s Foundation 
of California Gala 
Luncheon

Arcelia Hurtado  
welcomes guests  
to ERA’s new office
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Foundations
Marguerite Casey 
Foundation

The Rosenberg Foundation

The San Francisco 
Foundation

van Löben Sels/
RembeRock Foundation

Wallace Alexander 
Gerbode Foundation

Rockefeller Family Fund

Organizations
$20,000 and above

Wells Fargo

$5,000 – $19,999

Arnold & Porter LLP

Bingham McCutchen LLP

Farella Braun + Martel LLP

Goldstein, Demchak, 
Baller, Borgen & 
Dardarian

Hanson Bridgett LLP

Kazan, McClain, 
Abrams, Fernandez, 
Lyons,Greenwood, Harley 
& Oberman Foundation, 
Inc.

Keker & Van Nest LLP

Levi Strauss & Co.

Lieff, Cabraser, Heimann & 
Bernstein LLP

Mechanics Bank

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw 
Pittman LLP

Price And Associates

Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company

$2,500 – $4,999

Allen Matkins Leck Gamble 
Mallory & Natsis LLP

Boxer & Gerson LLP

Briscoe Ivester & Bazel LLP

Charles Schwab Foundation

Coblentz, Patch, Duffy & 
Bass, LLP

Cooley Godward Kronish LLP

Genentech

Glikman/Associates

Hinman & Carmichael LLP

Howard, Rice, Nemerovski, 
Canady, Falk & Rabkin

Kerr & Wagstaffe LLP

Liebert Cassidy Whitmore

Orrick, Herrington & 
Sutcliffe LLP

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & 
Walker LLP

Perkins Coie LLP

Shartsis Friese LLP

Sideman & Bancroft LLP

Squire, Sanders &  

Dempsey LLP

$1,000 – $2,499

Anonymous

Brazile & Associates, LLC

Lewis, Feinberg, Lee, Renaker 
& Jackson, P.C.

Morrison & Foerster LLP

Rosen, Bien & Galvan, LLP

Rudy, Exelrod & Zieff LLP

Stein & Lubin LLP

Talamantes/ Villegas/  
Carrera LLP

United Fire Service Women

$500 - $999

AAA Northern California, 
Nevada & Utah

Adler & Colvin

Altshuler Berzon LLP

Archer Norris

Chapman and Cutler LLP

Consumer Attorneys Public 
Interest Foundation

Fox & Bank LLP

Hemming Morse, Inc.

Leonard Carder, LLP

Littler Mendelson PC

Nossaman LLP

O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Roisman Henel LLP

Rukin Hyland Doria &  
Tindall LLP

The Sturdevant Law Firm

Weingrod & Associates, Inc

$1 - $499

Anonymous

Accurate Printing Company

ACLU of Northern California

ActivSupport

Alternative Technologies

Andrus Anderson LLP

Arguedas, Cassman &  
Headley, LLP

Beeson, Tayer & Bodine

Buffington & Aaron

Consumers Union

Cooper & Mora

Dickson-Ross LLP

Drinker Biddle & Reath, LLP

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

Gap Foundation 

Karen Carrera Consulting

Keesal Young & Logan

Lawless & Lawless

McCarthy, Johnson & Miller

Michelson Law Group

Noe And Company

Preferred Reporters

Robert Half Legal

Severson & Werson

Sundeen Salinas & Pyle

The Rockefeller Foundation

Van Der Hout, Brigagliano & 
Nightingale, LLP

Individuals
$50,000 and above

Quinn Delaney and  
Wayne Jordan

Paulette J. Meyer and  
David Friedman

$10,000 – 49,999

Anonymous (3)

The Lisa and John Pritzker 
Family Fund

$5,000 – $9,999

Anonymous (3)

Betsy Cotton

Kathryn B. Dickson

Phyllis K. Friedman

Kristen Galles

John and Marcia Goldman 
Philanthropic Fund

Suzanne Lampert and 
Barbara Brenner

Margaret J. Stone

$2,500 – $4,999

Julia T. Brown

Lynne Carmichael

Nancy L. Davis and Donna J. 
Hitchens

Equal Rights Advocates extends its gratitude to the following 

supporters for their generosity. (Amounts reflect total giving 

from January 1, 2009 – March 31, 2010.)
Our Contributors
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Kelli Evans and Terri Shaw

Irma D. Herrera and  
Mark D. Levine

Ambassador James C. Hormel

Herma Hill Kay

Nancy L. Kittle

Edward Lampert

Mari Mayeda and A.J. 
Kutchins

Margaret E. Murray

Doris Y. Ng and Hong-Sze Yu

Bernard and Barbro Osher

Deborah J. Schmall

Alison Sirkus Brody and 
Michael Brody

Roberta L. Steele

Julia H. Veit

Harold L. Wyman Foundation

$1,000 – $2,499

Anonymous (3)

Amandla Tikkun 
Philanthropic Fund

Morris J. Baller and Christine 
Brigagliano

Rhonda L. Bennon

JoAnn and Jack Bertges

Donna Brorby

Sheana and Lewis Butler

Madeline Chun

Elizabeth Colton

Phyllis Orseck Cotton

Simona and Kim Farrise

Estelle Freedman

Friedman-Cohen Fund

Alison Kiehl Friedman and 
Marcos Barron

Friedman/Kiehl Fund

Anne Kiehl Friedman

Jennifer M. Geiger

Ellen Greenberg

Susan Hirsch and Susan Leal

Live Oak Fund of Horizons 
Foundation

Annette L. Hurst

Catherine and  
James Koshland

Joy A. Kruse

Teresa L. Lai

Leslie F. Levy and  
Caryatis Cardea

Jody LeWitter

Linda Marks and Earl Blauner

Suzanne R. Mercier

Virginia L. Olesen

Beth H. Parker and  
Kenneth S. Taymor

Kristine A. Poplawski

Barbara Renfrew and  
Charles B. Renfrew

Elisabeth Rix

Marci Rubin

Deborah F. Schweizer

Adriane and Robert Sirkus

Amy Slater and Garrett 
Gruener Family Fund at 
the East Bay Community 
Foundation

Michael Sorgen

Tom Steyer and Kat Taylor

Windom Fund

Alba Witkin

Kelly Woodruff

Douglas and Terry Young

The Zieff Leitner Family Fund

$500 – $999

Anonymous (3)

Martha F. Africa

William Alderman

Geraldine Alexis

Robert Bacon

Lisa Duarte Barrow

Elisa Batista and  
Markos Moulitsas

Wendy Bear

Dale L. Brodsky

Darci E. Burrell

Joan Cassman

William and Jean Coblentz

Linda M. Dardarian

Laurie B. Davis and  
Joseph M. Sellers

Deborah Drysdale Fund of 
the Women’s Foundation  
of California

Kit Durgin and Elaine 
McKinley

Elizabeth Erhardt

Cheryl L. Feiner

Dorothy Fernandez and  
Lisa Stenmark

Melanie M. Piech and  
James Finberg

Kathy Klein and Scott A. Fink

Kelly and Larry Flick

Erica Fox Friedman

Marsha Gale

Gallo Family Fund, an 
advised  fund of Silicon 
Valley Community 
Foundation

Stephen L. Garber and  
Rena J. Pasick

Joanne M. Garvey

Susie Gelman

Diane Gibson

Lorraine Gnecco

James Goldberg and 
Kathleen Piraino

Susan Goldman

Robert Graham

Richard Grosboll

Mimi and Peter Haas Fund

Lola Hogan

The girls just want to 
have funD of Horizons 
Foundation

James C. Hormel Jr. and 
Kathleen Gillaspie Hormel

Robin and Bob Johansen

Jane Kahn and Michael Bien

Elizabeth S. Letcher

Lisa P. Lindelef

The Lowitz Charitable  
Lead Trust

Martha C. Luemers

Diana Maier

Pam Moore

Melissa Nelken and  
Ronald Lee

Nancy J. Newman

Maria Ontiveros

Marcy Kates and David B. 
Oppenheimer

John O’Toole

Mary Parish

Judy Patrick

Nancy Pemberton and  
Jeff Parker

Lizanne Ray and  
Chuck Revell

Ross Family Fund

Kimberly W. Scala and  
Akaya Windwood

(Amounts reflect total giving from January 1, 2009 – March 31, 2010.)Our Contributors (continued)



annual report 10

Barbara Schultheis

Sara T. Campos and  
Brad Seligman

Louise Shalit

Susan M. Shalit

John Shim

Frances L. Singer

Betty Ruth Tanzey

Stephen Walters

Janice Weingrod

Martha S. West

Effie Westervelt

Marilyn Zivian

Jane and Stacy Zones

Eleanor L. Zuckerman

$250 – $499

Anonymous (3)

Diane Aaron

Mark N. Aaronson and 
Marjorie Gelb

Amy Ackerman and  
Robert A. Wexler

Patricia Adler

Michael Agoglia and 
Rosemary Gillen

Julie Baller Graves

Teveia R. Barnes and  
Alan Sankin

Ann Bauman

Maile and John Bay

Ann and Irwin Bear

Andrea L. Biren

Catherine M. Bishop and  
J Kenneth Donnelly

Judy Bloom

Phillip W. Bokovoy

Heather Borlase and  
Alan Bayer

Janice and Larry Brody

Barbara S. Bryant

Charlotte E. Burchard and 
Bahman Sheikh

Priscilla and Peter H. Carson

Grace Carter

Joanne Casey

Debra P. Chaw

Marsha N. Cohen and  
Robert P. Feyer

Robyn Crowther

Linda K. Davis

Laura Dawson

Elizabeth Dean

Fran Deutsch and  
Jerry Epstein

Lauren G. Disston

Rachel Doughty

Dorothy M. Ehrlich

Deborah Farrell and  
Shana DeClercq

Geraldine A. Freeman

Steven L. Friedlander

Margaret Fujioka and  
Cedric Chao

Ilene Garcia

Margo R. George

Bonnie and Melvin Goldman

Jennifer Gorovitz

Diane Greenberg

Gay Crosthwait Grunfeld

Wendy K. Guinn

Elizabeth Gutierrez

Kathleen Gwynn

Joyce Hemmer

Sandra R. Hernandez 

Alison and John Hightower

Elizabeth Crabtree and 
William B. Hirsch

Juliette Hirst

Jean K. Hyams

Catherine Jackson

Auban A. Jackson and 
Bartlett A. Jackson

Adela Bernard Karliner

Barbara and Jim Kautz

Mira Kim

Susan E. Kutner

Patricia Langenhahn and 
Douglas Hendricks

Dorothy N. Lathan

Thomas C. Layton and 
Gyongy Laky

Bill L. Lee and Carolyn Yee

Amy Lovell

Jackelyn Lundy

Ughetta Manzone

Deborah L. Martin

Janis Masaoka and  
Paul Rosenstiel

Mary E. McCutcheon

Kathleen Meagher

Kurt and Sue Melchior

Max Meyer Friedman

Meryl Meyer Friedman

Rachelle Mirkin

Madeline Mixer

Roberta Mundie

Delores Ng

Eileen Nottoli

Mary O’Malley

Hedda J. Orkin

Angela O’Rouke

Robin Orseck

Jacqueline Ortega and  
Teresa Kosinski

Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi

Marlene and David Persky

Kathi Pugh

Margaret G. Robbins

Patti R. Roberts

Angel Manzano

Barbara W. Sahm

David Sams

Priya Sanger

Sara L. Satten

Charles Schwab Foundation

Ellen Shapiro and  
Meriel I. Lindley

State Senator Joe Simitian

Jayashri Srikantiah and 
Robert Weiner

Joan R. Steele and  
Paul Johnson

Ragesh Tangri and  
Daralyn Durie

Deborah K. Tellier and 
Gregory Wikler

Megan Thompson

Judy and Bruce Todd

Pamela Tully

Susan and Henry Veit

Virginia Villegas

Arif Virji

Rebecca Westerfield and  
Ivy V. Fine

Ellen G. Widess

Ann H. Wion

Ron Wong

$100 - $249

Anonymous (6)

Joanne Abelson

Wendy Abkin

Jennifer S. Abrams

Julie Abrams and Raul Castro

Yumi Aikawa

Stacey M. Alton

Bridgett Anderson

(Amounts reflect total giving from January 1, 2009 – March 31, 2010.)Our Contributors (continued)
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(Amounts reflect total giving from January 1, 2009 – March 31, 2010.)Our Contributors (continued)

JoAnne Y. Y. L. Arakaki

Susanne Aronowitz

Jaqi Thompson Asghedom

Suzanne Badenhoop and  
Guy Lampard

David Balter

Dale Barnes

Diane Barnes

Rebeca Barron

Zenebu Bekele

Bonnie Belky

Maureen Bennett

Alan Berenbaum

Elizabeth Plapinger and  
John Berger

Anya M. Binsacca and  
Joshua A. Room

Stephanie C. Bornstein and 
Jason Dearen

Dave M. Breshears

Muriel and Allan Brotsky

Luz Buitrago

Jennifer Bunshoft

Adriana Camarena

Hamilton Candee

Claudia A. Cappio

Susan M. Carson

Ted Cassman

Claudia Cate

Terisa E. Chaw and 
James A. Hendriksen

Bev Chernoff

Maile Y. C. Choy

Nancy Chung

Nanci Clarence and Lidia Szajko

Andrea Clay

Julie Connery

Joanna Cooper

Cecilia E. Cosca and  
Bruce A. Kaduk

Elaine Costello

Jessica Cothran and Kellen Barry

Lauren and Leslie Cotton-Smith

Robyn Dahlin

Robert Darling

Frances M. Davis

Lindsey A. Dazel Frost

Linda M. De Mello

Donna DeDiemar

Kelly M. Dermody

Helen Desai

Christina L. Desser and  
Kirk Marckwald

Veronica and Thomas Devitt

Vincent and Raquel Dizon

Martin Dodd

Raquel Donoso

Kathleen Dunham

Suzanne Durfee

Judith Edelson

Diane Ehrensaft and  
James Hawley

Nancy Enzminger

Elizabeth and Joseph Eto

Diane Ettelson

Nancy and Fred Fagelman

Robin and Boris Feldman

Nina G. Fendel

Margaret Fitzgerald

Cassandra M. Flipper

Kevin M. Fong

Molly and Harrison Fraker

Mary Louise Frampton

Linda Frank

Stacey Gartland

Anna Gehriger

Jerilyn Gelt

Abby Ginzberg

Yvonne and Matthew  
Gonzales Rogers

Joan L. Grant

Melanie K. Gross

Kathy Grossman

Lisa D. Gurwitch

Donna Hall and Michael Silber

Judith A. Hanks

Denise Wells and Eileen Hansen

Sara Hansen Wilson

Karen L. Hanten  
Philanthropic Fund

Julia Hardin Hansen

Patrice Harper

Nancy Harris

Mary P. Hartzler

Nancy H. Hendry

Carolyn Henel

Elizabeth Herzberg

Elizabeth L. Hillman and  
Alice K. Dueker

Kristen Holmquist

Cathy Hongola

Lorraine and Victor Honig

Megan Weinstein Howard

Laddie W. Hughes

Constance Hunter

Sharon L. Jackson

Yolanda Jackson

Leonie and Glen Janken

Joseph Jaramillo

Erica G. Johnson

Marian M. Johnston

Edward E. Kallgren

Simone Katz-O’Neill

Gail Kaufman and  
Barry Kaufman

William P. Keane

Barbara Kemp

Amanda M. Keton

Patricia Kim

Karen Koonan

Dana S. Kornfeld

Elaine and Shel Krasker

Judith Kridle

Anna Kuperberg and  
Carla Johnson

Judith E. Kurtz

Sarah E. Kurtz

Laura L. Lakemacher

Roberta Lampert

Meri Nieda Lane

Tia K. Legoski

Amy Lehman

Janet Levy and  
Stephanie O’Brien

Renee Lias

Marian Lindberg

Gina Linsell

Mina Titi Liu

Mary Logger

Helen Love

Amy D. Love

Doreen Ludemann

Kathryn Luhe

Nancy Lundeen and  
Richard N. Hill

Jing and Richard Lyman

Ivory S. Madison and  
Abraham Mertens

Lissa Maldonado-Kiser

Marge Maloney

Shauna I. Marshall and  
Robert Hirsch

Jennifer Marston

Mary Ann Massenburg

Ginger Mattos

Sheila and David Matz

Steven L. Mayer

Michele B. McGeoy

Judith G. McKelvey

Therese W. McMillan

Azra Mehdi and Shawn Williams

Susan R. Mendelsohn

Melinda Mendelson

Susan Miller and  
John J. Bongiovanni

Sharon Miller
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(Amounts reflect total giving from January 1, 2009 – March 31, 2010.)Our Contributors (continued)

Diane M. Milutinovich

Rosemarie and Barry Mirkin

Barbara Moore

Irene B. Moy

John Mullan

Linda Murray

Betsy and Bill Nachbaur

M. Susana Navarro and  
Arturo Pacheco

Rhonda Nelson

Kerry Newkirk

Betty L. Nordwind

Katherine Oberle

Karen O’Connor

Richard Odgers

Kerry O’Donnell

Lynn A. Ohman and John Heintz

Monique Olivier

Sharon Olken and Nancy 
Chetaitis

Amy Oppenheimer

Elizabeth Orfan

Larry Organ

Tamar Pachter and  
Stacey Hawver

Lynne R. Parenti

Rena J. Pasick and  
Stephen L. Garber

Patti Pattison

Jo Virginia Peiser

Beth Pennington and  
Carvel B. Tefft

Janet Perlman

Nancy Pfund

Keady Phelan

Kathleen Piraino and  
James Goldberg

Jean M. Pledger

Lee and Stuart Pollak 
Philanthropic Fund

Deborah Pulido

Kathleen J. Purcell

Kathleen Quenneville and  
Diane Allen

Maria Radwick

Katherine M. Ramage

Nancy L. Rasmussen

Kelly Robbins

Marcia and Alfred Rosen

Lillian and Henry Rubin

Melanie Russell

Joan Ryan

Girolamo Saccone

Janine Scancarelli

Bett Schaffhauser

Sue Ann L. Schiff

Laura Schlichtmann

Laura Schulkind

Susan Scolini

Beverly Scott

Raquel L. Sefton

Marci Seville

Ellen E. Shaffer

Connie Shapiro

Catherine and Michael Shaw

Judith Shrager

William L. Shuman

Gail Silverstein

The Honorable Marjorie A. 
Slabach

Judith D. Small

Diana Sosa

David Spector

Susan B. Spector

Cherrill M. Spencer

Barbara Spiegel

Julie L. Fieber and  
Karen Spinuzza

Nancy Stearns

Deborah Stenberg-Service

Richard Stephenson

Hilda N. and James M. Stone

Lisa Stone

Frances C. Strauss

Myra H. Strober

Quyen Ta and Demian L. Pay

Jovita and Richard Tamor

Susan Taylor

Shirley Thompson

Rebecca M. Thornborrow

Juhu Thukral

Steve Tindall

Elizabeth Trittipo

Erica Turcios

Gilda R. Turitz

Marc Van Der Hout

Robynn Van Patten

Vanessa Washington

Karen A. Wells

Michelle A. Welsh and  
Katherine Stoner

Diane Wexler

Cathy Widener

Barbra Wiener

Stephanie M. Wildman and 
Michael Tobriner

Joan Williams

Mary Willis

Mike B. Wilmar

Heather Wong

Winifred Y. Wood and Phil Wood

Constance J. Yu

Darlene M. Zandanel

Anna J. Zichterman

Barbara Zoloth

$1 - $99

Anonymous (11)

Fairuz Abdullah and  
Agarwal Monty

Judith Abeles

Monica Ager

Irene Anbender

Katina Ancar

Bebe J. Anderson

Rhonda Andrew

Sarah J. Andropoulos

Anne C. Arnold

Christopher Arriola

Navjot Athwal

Amy and Joe Avenatti

Caitlin Morrow Bair

Sheila Bapat

Celia Barberena

Kat Barrett

Patricia Lynch Barrett

David Beach

Wendy M. Benson

Terry G. Berman

Karen Bodisbaugh

Amy Bomse

Susan Bonner

Aaron Borden

Kevin Bovard

Erica Brand Portnoy

Anne D. Brandon

Fiona A. Brophy

Sophronia Brown-Bess

Kerian Bunch

Rachel M. Burgess

Maureen Burke

Todd Burlingame

Anna Cabrera

Karen Calarco

Maria Caprio

Katie Carlin

Stephen Carlson

Catherine Carr

Ann Casper and Mark Irons

Margaret Cassel Coleman

Cecilia S. Cayco

Glenmore Celli

Eve Cervantez

Kisha L. Charles

Amy Chen

Brittni Chicuata
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(Amounts reflect total giving from January 1, 2009 – March 31, 2010.)Our Contributors (continued)

Kimberly Chin

Charles P. Ciaccio

Martha Cifuentes

Sara F. Clark

Mary E. Claugus

Marilyn J. Cleveland

Alexandra Close

Erinn Contreras

Deborah Cooksey

Kelly Corcoran

Christopher J. Corey

Julie Cowitz

Robert R. Cross

Judith Resnik and Dennis Curtis

Cristina De La Cruz

Marlene De Lancie

Margaret Deane

Andrew Deeringer

Jobyna M. Dellar

Lola DeMoon

Louise Denish

Robin Elizabeth Devaux

Elizabeth Dillender

Amy Donnelly

Julia Drew-Greer

Aimee Durfee

Sylvia Ehrenthal

Ellen Eidem

Allison Elgart

Elizabeth Eng

Melissa M. Engelberth

Ronald F. Ennis and Leslie E. Cox

Jenny Erwin

Peggy Estrada

Nelly Fabre

Noreen Farrell and Michael Orr

Sonia Feldstein

Dianne Felton

Susan Fenster

Louis P. Feuchtbaom

Marisa Figueroa

Mari Forbush

Kevan Fornasero

Allyson Franco

Erica Franklin

Nancy Friedman

Rose Fua

Michelle Full

Linda Gago-Seco

Jill Gallagher and Alicia Hasper

Martina Gallegos

Mary Gandesbery

Mateo Garcia-Feuss

Cathy Garrett and  
Laurel L. Headley

Goldie Heidi Gider

Felicia M. Gilbert

Patricia K. Gillette

Rubin Girling

Marty Glick

Miye Goishi

Leslie J. Gold

Alice Goldstein and  
Donald M. Oman

Gregory K. Gomes

Tiffany Gomez

Sonia Gonzales

Vera Julia Gordon

Sara Gould

Nora Graham

Andrea Green

Quintella Griffin

Christine Gross Todd

Cara Gualco

Delia Guevara

Pinkee Gupta

Julie Haff

Kristin M. Hall

Alexis Harrington

Maya Hazaraki Watts

Tamra C. Hege

Erika Helene

Roger Heller

Kristina Hentschel

Ingrid C. Hester

Clothilde Hewlett

Vanessa Hill

Gigi Hoang

Pam Hogan

Marie Hogan

Sidney S. Hollar

Christina Hong

Martha Hyde

Ariella Hyman

Annie Hyun Jeong

Monica Ip

Richard Jenkins

Raquel Jimenez

Patrina Jones

Karen D. Jue

Keith Kamisugi

Brenna Kantrovitz

Alice Kaswan and Rick Diamond

Steve Katz

Ilene and Gary Katz

George Kenny

Jay C. Kim

Lisa Kirven

Bret Knobelauch

Gail D. Kurtz

Gail Kurtz

Justin Laubach

Jo A. Lawrence

Lillian Leanos

Debbie LeJeune

Antonio Levine

Diane Lewis

Judy Liao

Melina Linder

Kristin D. Lindgren

Robyn Lipsky

Janice Lovejoy

David Lowe and Steve Murphy

Laura Ludwig

Pamela Luster

Camille Macalou

Loni Mahanta

Patti Manley

Sara Markel

Rebecca Marques

Susan E. Marshall and  
Barbara K. Brandt

Lily Marshall-Bass

Wendy M. Martens

Gregory Martin

Renee Martin

Jason Martin

Maureen Mason

Melinda Matsuda

Ellen Matthews and Isaac Turiel

Bruce Maximov and Susan 
Albert

Luz Mayberg

Thomasina Mayfield

Judith A. Mazia

Nura Maznavi

Jacqueline McClellan

Devona McClinton

Veronica K. McGregor

Brook A. McLeod

Victoria S. Mendoza

Anne Mester

Julie Meyer

Bernard H. Meyers

Alan Miller

Suzanne Miller

Robin E. Miller and Dan Rossi

Pamela Mills

Lisa Mitnick and Seth Barsky

Beth Mora

Leah Morfin

Ashley Morris

Elizabeth Morris

Laura Murra
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(Amounts reflect total giving from January 1, 2009 – March 31, 2010.)Our Contributors (continued)

Lindsay Nako

Denise Newman

Luna Ngan

William Nguyen

Sarah R. Nichols

Genevieve Nowicki

Chonda J. Nwamu

Rosemarie Oda and Jack E. 
Christy

Sheila O’Donnell

Brigid O’Farrell

Elaine O’Neil

Yolanda Orozco

Yuliya Oryol

Ann Padian

Suzanne Park

J.D. (Joe) Partida

Nina Paul

Patricia Pei

Ana Perez

Lisa Maria Perez

Meg Pietrasz

Roni Pomerantz

Wena Poon

Martina Prado

Melissa Marie Price

Abby Pringle

Karla M. Quintanilla

Arna Rae Hines

Jamie Ragain

Richard Rahm

Roey Z. Rahmil

Marsha Rivkind Raleigh

Elizabeth Ramage

Jacqueline A. Reed

Alice Reid-Edwards

Kimberly Richardson

Carol L. Rogers

Eve Rosen

Stefan M. Rosenzweig

Sharene Ross

John Rossiter, Jr. and Juliane 
Stone Rossiter

Nora Rubinstein

Peter Rukin

Nancy Russell

Girolamo Saccone

Nyoki T. Sacramento

Ghada Saliba-Malouf

Allen Salinas

Bernice Sandler

Ronnie Sandler

Blair Sandler

Lori Schack

Frances Schreiberg

Elliott Seals

Robin Severns

Zahava Sherez

Julie A. Sherman

Gail Shuster

Jessica Simmons

Elizabeth Leonie Simpson

Susan Sirkus

Adam Sirkus

Gail Slocum

Debra Smith

Sarah Smoot

Sandy Sohcot

Abdi Soltani

Jillian Somers

Lynn Sonfield

Richard Spohn

Moira Stagliano

Gail Stassinos

Sacha Steinberger

Margaret Stevenson

Susanne Stoczenberg

Karen L. Strauss

Nicholas Subias

Lorraine Sumulong

Jennifer Sung

Melanie Tang

Rachel Tarko

Kristen Techel

Sharon Terman

Marilyn Tham

Gladys S. Thatcher

Blake Thompson

Juliet Robinson and Michael G. 
Thornton

Ingrid Tischer

Carie Tofanelli

Carol Toliver

Harriette E. Treloar

Jessica Trubowitch

Kay Tuazon

Jacqueline Tully

Alison G. Van Nort

Lynn F. Veit and Jeffrey Veit

Jean Veit

Akshay Verma

Marcela Von Vacano and  

   James Schaffer

Erin Wagner

Leah Wahlberg

Marjorie Wallace

Mary E. Wand

Michael Wang

Nina Wasow

Youlonda O. Wayne

Steven Weiss

Lois Weithorn

Devonee Welch

Garner Weng

Rebecca Wightman

Olivia Wilkes

Barbra Williams

Veronica J. Williams

Renee Wong

Matthew Wood

Caroline Wu Padre

Alison Yee

Alexis Yee-Garcia

Follow ERA

FACEBOOK	 TWITTER	 YOUTUBE 
Equal Rights Advocates	E qualRightsAdv	 equalrightsadvocates
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statement of revenue & expenses

ERA’s fiscal year begins April 1 and ends March 31 of following year.

REVENUE FY 2009 FY 2009

TOTAL REVENUE

EXPENSES

TOTAL EXPENSES

Individual Contributions

Cy-Pres Awards

Foundation Grants

In-Kind Contributions     

Events (net)

Attorneys’ Fees

Misc. Income

Investments

$212,931

$19,375

$85,000

$55,633

$253,007

$777,211

$20,290

$99,576

$1,523,023

Programs/Litigation

General and Administrative

Fundraising

$1,001,222

$167,468

$240,191

$1,408,884

ATTORNEYS’ FEES

Cy-PRES AWARDS

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTIONS

FOUNDATION GRANTS

IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS

EVENTS (NET)

MISC. INCOME

PROGRAMS/LITIGATION

GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATION

FUNDRAISING

Cy Pres Awards

ERA received a cy Pres contribution from Mitchell v. MetLife in the amount of $19,375. Our deepest 
thanks to Goldstein, Demchak, Baller, Borgen & Dardarian for selecting ERA as a cy pres recipient. Cy pres 
awards are made to an organization whose mission is closely aligned with or supports the interests of  
the class members in the underlying case. Lawyers participating 
in class action cases are encouraged to include ERA as a potential 
recipient of cy pres awards in sex-discrimination cases.  
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Equal Rights Advocates

Betsy Cotton 
Board Chair 
2012 Project/Center  
for American Women  
and Politics

Alison Sirkus Brody 
Jewish Community  
Endowment Fund

Darci E. Burrell 
Dickson Levy Vinick  
Burrell Hyams LLP

Karen Carrera 
Legal Aid of Marin

Kelli M. Evans 
ACLU of Northern  
California

Cheryl L. Feiner  
Attorney General’s Office

Linda Q. Foy 
Administrative Office  
of the Courts

Suzanne Mercier 
Wells Fargo Bank

Paulette J. Meyer 
Board Chair (2005- 2009)

Margaret E. Murray 
The Law Offices of  
Margaret E. Murray

Doris Ng 
Board Secretary (2007 - 2010) 

Bay Area Legal Aid

Maria Ontiveros 
University of San Francisco

Beth Parker 
Board Vice Chair 
Arnold & Porter, LLP

Jayashri Srikantiah 
Stanford Law School

Roberta Steele 
Goldstein, Demchak, Baller, 
Borgen & Dardarian

Margaret J. Stone 
Board Treasurer (2006 - 2010) 

Financial Adviser, Retired 

Julia H. Veit 
Board Secretary 
Hanson Bridgett LLP 

Kelly Woodruff 
Farella Braun + Martel LLP

Arcelia Hurtado 
Executive Director

Carlos A. Cabrera 
Executive Assistant

Raquel V. Dizon  
Litigation Paralegal

Noreen Farrell 
Managing Attorney

Marisa Figueroa  
Legal Assistant

Goldie Heidi Gider 
Director of Development

Kris Gleason 
Office Manager/ Network 
Support Coordinator

Irma D. Herrera 
Executive Director  
(1996 - 2009)

Raquel Jimenez 
Finance Manager

Lisa J. Leebove 
Staff Attorney  
(2008-2009)

Luz Rebecca Mayberg  
Ruth Chance Law Fellow

Jessmaya Morales  
Administrator  
(2007-2010)

Shira Moyer 
Development Officer

Emmy Rhine 
UC Berkeley School of Law 
Berkeley Bridge Fellowship

Debra A. Smith 
Senior Staff Attorney  
(2001-2009)

Spring 2009

Lauren Levy 
UC Hastings College  
of the Law

Cara Sherman 
UC Hastings College  
of the Law

Wendy Yang 
UC Hastings College  
of the Law

Lea Occhialini 
American University  
Washington College  
of the Law

Alejandra Perez Orozco 
UCLA School of Law

Sarah Pauly 
UC Berkeley School  
of Law

 

Maya Simek 
Cleveland-Marshall  
College of Law

Arianne Wang 
University of Maryland 
School of Law

Fall 2009

Deanna Dyer 
UC Hastings College  
of the Law

Lindsey Koch 
Golden Gate University 
School of Law

Anna Liu 
Golden Gate University 
School of Law

Staff

Law Clerks
The following law students clerked at ERA during 2009.

The following individuals worked at ERA during 2009.

ERA is governed by a committed and talented Board of Directors elected to staggered three-year terms.  
The following individuals served during 2009. ERA is grateful for their leadership and service. 

board of directors

Summer 2009
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